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Sources, Methods, and Background 
 
Context and Background 
BrightQuery (“BQ”) was founded in 2019 but is based on academic research that began in 2006 
just prior to the beginning of the financial crisis. The Founder Jose M. Plehn-Dujowich, Ph.D. 
was an economics professor performing research with various U.S. federal statistical agencies on 
the state of the economy. Jose realized the need for an accurate tracking mechanism to actively 
monitor the state of the economy. In 2010, Jose began collating filings and sources for academic 
research purposes in accounting and finance; eventually, this effort morphed into the commercial 
effort that became BQ in 2019. While an accounting professor at the Haas School of Business at 
UC Berkeley and leading the Center for Financial Reporting and Management (CFRM) at Haas, 
Jose published seminal research using this data that led to him being awarded the 2015 Notable 
Contribution to the Accounting Literature Award from the American Accounting Association 
(https://aaahq.org/About/Directories/Notable-Contributions-to-Accounting-Literature-Award-Winners). 
This award is granted every year to the most impactful research in accounting.  
 
Breadth and Depth of BQ Data 
BQ tracks the entire U.S. economy, including close to 100 million legal entities, over 70 million 
businesses, close to 300 million addresses, over 60 million business owners, and over 150 
million employees. All information is available spanning 2017 to the present; and most 
information is available back to 2010. The information includes: 

●​ Firmographics, including EIN, official NAICS and SIC 
●​ Corporate family tree, including ultimate parent 
●​ Current and historical quarterly financials, including income statement and balance sheet 
●​ Credit scores based on financial performance 
●​ Fraud detection based on name, address, EIN, contact person, email 
●​ Monthly employment and payroll 
●​ Directors and officers of legal entities 
●​ Executives and key employees of companies 
●​ Contact information, including phones and emails 
●​ Stock filings of private and public companies 
●​ Franchise ownership, and relationships to brands 
●​ Healthcare providers, including all those with an NPI 
●​ Online presence, including LinkedIn URLs of companies and contacts 

For detailed information: https://docs.brightquery.com/  
For counts on our coverage: https://docs.brightquery.com/record_counts 
For the schema: https://docs.brightquery.com/universe_data_relationship_schema 
 
Work Performed by BQ for the U.S. Government 
Building on our commercial success, BQ secured three awards with the U.S. federal government; 
the contract vehicle for these is America’s Datahub Consortium (ADC), funded by the National 
Science Foundation via the Office of the Chief Statistician of the U.S., part of the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), which reports to the White House. They involve access to both 
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confidential and statistical data, including receiving Special Sworn Status (SSS), granting BQ 
access to sensitive records. These contracts include: 

●​ DAA-24 Contract: Building an Agentic Hybrid RAG Platform that queries all U.S. 
federal statistical data as well as research publications and reports. This effort contributes 
to the development of the National Secure Data Service (NSDS), an effort to centralize 
all data held by federal statistical agencies. 

●​ ADEB-24 Contract: Building an Agentic Hybrid RAG Platform for U.S. State and Local 
governments that queries their administrative records, such as Unemployment Insurance 
wage records, tax records, DMV demographic data, and health records.  

●​ AI-RD-24 Contract: Creating a set of standards, best practices, and processes for 
future-proofing U.S. federal statistical data for a broad range of AI applications. The 
same processes are being used to feed data into BQ’s government open-source Agentic 
Hybrid RAG Platform. 

 
BQ Data Provided to the U.S. Government 
BQ collaborates with economists at the U.S. Census Bureau and other federal statistical agencies 
to validate the accuracy of BQ’s methodology, and in turn enhances their statistical products to 
help fill in the gaps that arise due to their survey methodologies. BQ’s collection efforts are so 
vast and complex that the information is provided back to U.S. agencies to enable them to better 
monitor the U.S. economy; government surveys are not always filled out, and respondents may 
not necessarily report information truthfully or completely.  
 
To provide some context on the extent of BQ’s data collection procedures versus those from the 
U.S. government, the Economic Census is conducted every 5 years by the Census Bureau; this is 
the only program by which the U.S. government seeks to survey the entirety of U.S. entities to 
measure their employment, financial health, and other metrics. By contrast, BQ performs the 
same work monthly (as opposed to every 5 years); moreover, BQ’s work is supplemented by the 
plethora of information referenced above (such as ownership, complete financials, contacts, etc.). 
In addition, Census and other agencies collect administrative records from partner agencies, such 
as the IRS, but these are often incomplete or have errors, leading to the necessity to perform 
statistical imputations on the part of the agencies. BQ complements this process by helping to fill 
in the gaps wherever possible.  
 
Government Sources 
BQ’s information is obtained from a variety of government sources through direct and indirect 
means. All sources are part of the public record; no confidential information is being collected or 
utilized as part of this effort. BQ builds its company profiles from the ground up, starting with 
legal entities (approx. 100 million) and locations / addresses (approx. 300 million), to create a 
complex and comprehensive corporate family tree. Therefore, sources of error can typically be 
traced to the wrong entity being assigned to a particular company. For this reason, BQ publishes 
a confidence score that reflects a confluence of all filings attributed to an organization; 100 is the 
best and 0 is the worst. Please see here for statistics on the confidence score by industry and type 
of company: https://docs.brightquery.com/confidence_score_summary.html  
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Since 2010, BQ has been leveraging the following government sources, among others: 

●​ Data feeds from over 100,000 agencies and departments at the federal, state, and local 
levels across the entire U.S. 

o​ Over 80k government offices: 
https://docs.brightquery.com/government_offices.html  

o​ Over 30k local jurisdictions: https://docs.brightquery.com/local_jurisdictions.html  
o​ Over 20 federal agencies: https://docs.brightquery.com/federal_agencies.html  
o​ Over 50 Secretary of State jurisdictions: 

https://docs.brightquery.com/secretary_of_state_jurisdiction.html  
●​ Freedom of Information Act (FOIA): Submissions to various federal and state agencies 
●​ Internal Revenue Service (IRS): Metadata about U.S. corporate tax filers; taxes paid, due, 

or delinquent associated with various legal entities and jurisdictions; corporate family 
tree information 

●​ Department of Labor (DOL): Employment and payroll filings; corporate family tree 
information; employee benefits 

●​ Small Business Administration (SBA): Registrations, loans, and programs for small 
businesses (usually defined as having less than 500 employees); franchise documents 

●​ U.S. Postal Service (USPS): Address validation and information 
●​ Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC): Filings on public companies, funding 
●​ Industry-specific regulators: These include transportation, agriculture, health, insurance, 

real estate, construction, and financial regulators (see online docs for the complete list) 
●​ Secretaries of State: Legal formation and status, directors and officers, corporate family 

tree information 
 
As a general rule, BQ does not view or receive the tax returns of companies or individuals; these 
are typically confidential. However, there are specific conditions under which tax returns become 
part of the public domain. Financial statements for private companies are constructed primarily 
using tax information. See this site for more details, including caveats: 
https://docs.brightquery.com/overview.html  
 
The filings, datasets, and documents that have been collected since 2010 were achieved on a 
“point in time” basis, meaning a date was assigned to the information on the date received and 
the history was preserved. In many cases, companies have the option to amend or revise their 
filings; BQ has maintained the original filings, along with any corresponding amendments, in 
order to avoid creating bias in statistical time series analysis and modeling. Moreover, in many 
instances, the agency collecting or providing the information has not preserved the original point 
in time source documents or datasets. Therefore, BQ has effectively preserved a fairly complete 
history of the entire U.S. economy, and BQ may be the only organization with this rich history.  
 
All information from government sources is part of the public record or has been published by 
the company or individual in question, and can be utilized for any purpose, including credit, 
sales, and marketing.  
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Non-Government Sources 
BQ licenses, scrapes, and collects information from non-government sources, including: 

●​ Corporate websites: Background information, products and services offered, executive 
leadership, contact information 

●​ News articles and press releases  
●​ LinkedIn: URLs for companies and people 
●​ Yelp: Online presence, product and service categories 
●​ Google Maps: Online presence, product and service categories 
●​ Better Business Bureau (BBB): Reputation, online presence 

 
As a general rule, factual information is solely obtained from government sources. 
Non-government sources are used to supplement information about a company or individual, 
such as providing a LinkedIn URL, number of online reviews, or validating current address 
information.  
 
Government filings rarely provide corporate websites for companies; as a result, BQ performs 
online searches (“SERP”) to find corporate websites. Consequently, there is a margin of error 
with websites being matched accurately to their corresponding companies.  
 
Confidentiality and Privacy Protection 
All information provided by BQ is fundamentally part of the public record, primarily from 
regulatory filings. BQ deploys sophisticated algorithms to detect and avoid Personally 
Identifiable Information (PII) pertaining to individuals. For example, BQ does not collect social 
security numbers or dates of birth. BQ makes a concerted effort to protect the privacy and 
confidentiality of individuals. However, information pertaining to an individual as it pertains to 
his / her role in a company or legal entity is disclosed by BQ (as long as the information is part 
of the public record from a disclosure or filing or has been published by the company or 
individual).  
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